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DIARY DATES:  

OCTOBER 

Fri 16  Kanga 8ôs Clinic 

Mon 19 Girls Basketball final against St Francis 9.30am 

Wed 21 Grade 3 Camp 

                       Prep Information evening @ 6.30pm 

Thurs 29 Senior Hooptime All Stars 

  Grade 2 sleepover 

Fri 30  Teddy Bearôs picnic for 2010 Preps 

NOVEMBER  

Tues 3  Melbourne Cup DayðNo school 

Thurs 5 Rugby Gala Day 

  Prep Transition A-K 

Fri 6  Senior Hooptime Future Stars 

Wed 11 Lygon St ExcursionðGrade 5ôs 

Thurs 12 Prep Transition L-Z 

Thurs 19 Prep Transition A-K 

  5/6 Kanga 8ôs day 

Thurs 26 Prep Transition L-Z 

I would like to welcome everyone back to Term 4 especially those families who are new to our school. We know your 

children will settle in very quickly thanks to our friendly students and supportive staff. 
 

As you can see the front of the school is almost finished. We have asked that some plants be replaced and we are 

trying to source particular bench seats for the front of the school to add a splash of colour. Of course by the beginning 

of 2010 the front will look quite different as the plants grow and establish themselves. The children are delighted with 

the changes that have been made to the front and love the newly grassed areas at the back of the school. The changes 

to the back of the school have meant the children have many more areas in which to play. 
 

A reminder to parents, in accordance with the Working with Children Act, 2005 and Departmental guidelines any 

parent that is not under the direct supervision of a teacher must have a Working with Children Check. In the case of 

assisting children with dressing at swimming, School Council will be reviewing our Parent Volunteer policy to ensure 

that only parents who have Working with Children Checks can assist in the change rooms. The only exemption to the 

Act is where parents are volunteering in activities in which their child ordinarily participates. This means we will be 

able to allow parents to assist with the dressing of their own child only. Parents without Working with Children 

Checks must leave the change room immediately after dressing their child and must not be within a change room 

without a supervising teacher. The disabled toilet has been made available for any parent who would feel more 

comfortable changing their child in privacy. This would apply to fathers who would not be able to go into the female 

change rooms. 
 

We have had a number of parents searching for articles of lost clothing that have their childôs name on them. Often 

students, particularly our younger children may take off a jumper at play or fitness sessions and mistakenly pick up 

another childôs hat or windcheater. Can you please regularly check your childôs clothing to ensure it doesnôt belong to 

another.  
 

I hope to be able to present in the next newsletter the findings of our parent opinion survey and the data collected from 

parents at our community Art Show. 
 

 

A BIG thankyou to Danny and  Laurie Racioppo (parents of James Gr 6) for supplying the whole school with bananas 

last term. Students were happily munching and many even asked for a second one. 

 

FREE VISION SCREENING 

On Saturday, 17 October the Lions Club of 

Roxburgh Park, with the cooperation of qualified 

Orthoptists are providing a free vision screening 

for children aged 4 to 7 years.  The tests will be 

conducted at Roxburgh Park Homestead 

Community Centre.  The test is designed to detect 

Ambylopia (Lazy Eye) and is purely a visual 

testðno drops will be used.  It costs nothing and 

you will be told the result immediately.  If 

necessary, the Orthoptist will recommend that 

your child be taken to your Medical Practitioner 

for further examination. 

 

Testing will be carried out between 10.00am and 

noon and 1.00pm and 3.00pm. 

 

For more information please come to the school 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VICTORIAN STUDENT NUMBER  
Our school is working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to allocate a Victorian 

Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number that is being assigned to all students in government and non-government 

schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, 

will be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school records, and will remain with the student throughout his or her 

education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable information 

about the student (name, gender, date of birth).  

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of student 

movement through, and departure from, the Victorian education and training system. It will greatly improve the col-

lection and analysis of timely and accurate data about education in Victoria. The Department collects information to 

track improvements made to the education system, identify areas that require further improvement, and to analyse 

trends and identify future needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and completeness of this information, 

providing a better basis for assessing needs and developing policies to meet them.  

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.  

For more info about the VSN please see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm  
 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE  
The school has collected lost uniform from Terms 1, 2 and 3, some have names but most is unnamed. As we have 

done in previous years we intend to offer parents the opportunity to find any pieces that have been lost or purchase 

pieces they need to replace. 

On Monday, 26th October all collected pieces of uniform will be available in the school gym from 8:45 for parents to 

take advantage of the sale. All the school asks is a gold coin donation which will be then passed on to the State 

Schoolsô Relief Committee. The State Schoolôs Relief Committee is a charity which supports children in need with 

school uniform. The sale will also be available to parents after school from 3:15 to 4:00. 

What's Happening in Literacy... 

  
P-2 News 
The Grade Prep, Ones and Twos have all been very busy starting their English Online Interview. This is a 
one on one style interview between the teacher and the student that measures growth in Literacy 
knowledge. All the students have been very focused during this time. Some things you can do at home to 
help are: 

¶ Continue reading with your child every night 

¶ When you have finished reading, ask your child to retell the story. Make sure they retell the story in 

correct order with a focus on the main events in the story 

¶ Chat about the illustrations in the story. Discuss how they are relevant to the story. 

  
3-4 News 
The Grade Threes and Fours are challenging themselves this term to apply their Literacy knowledge to 
many text types. They will be locating facts and key words in different  texts like poetry, information texts, 
persuasive texts and visual texts. At home encourage your child to... 

¶ Read as many different texts as they can, different types stories (mystery, drama, comedy etc) as well 

as different types of texts (non fiction books, newspapers, posters, comics, etc). Ask your child questions 
about these texts. Can they find information directly stated in the text? 

 
5-6 News 
 There are many budding authors in Grade Five and Six with fantastic tales to tell. These students are 
exploring the craft of writing this term and analysing the different devices authors use and applying them to 
their own stories. Students at home couldé 

¶ When reading, look at how authors use paragraphing and varying sentences length for effect. Also 
discuss how authors create suspense and keep us guessing to the very end. Think about ways that 
you could apply these strategies to your own writing. 

¶ Explore famous authorsô websites and read interviews with them and find out what inspires them to 
be writers. Mem Fox and Andy Griffiths are two great examples. 
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at Roxburgh Homestead PS 

Williamson from 3P Learning will be 

running a parent information session 

on Mathletics in the computer lab. 

The session will run between 2.45 til 

3.15pm . What a great opportunity to 

learn more about Mathletics before 

collecting your child from school!  

Sat 24th Oct in Box Hill ð 12.45 til 

1.45pm. Prizes awarded. Contact me 

for more information if interested.  

Earlier editions of newsletter 

articles this year have provided 

some guidance and ideas on how you 

can assist your child with maths at 

home. I have yet again located a wonderful 

article on the Internet (see link below), with 

some helpful advice and tips to help your child 

with maths.  
 

Parents have the wonderful opportunity and 

responsibility for nurturing children. This 

nurturing process takes place in several areas of 

development: physical, emotional and intellectual. 

While parents can usually find time to read a 

story to their children, thereby instilling a love 

for literature, they are often at a loss as to how 

to instill a love and appreciation for maths.  
 

Like reading, mathematics is a subject that is 

indeed necessary for functioning adequately in 

society. More than that, mathematics is a 

subject that should be more enjoyable than it 

sometimes is. At Roxburgh Homestead, we aim 

to deliver an engaging maths program. Our 

objective is to enhance children's confidence in 

their ability to apply their mathematical 

knowledge to solve real life problems. While 

many parents aim to do just this, the reality is; 

it is a challenge facing every parent today. This 

weekõs newsletter article presents ideas that 

will support you to develop your child's ability to 

do mathematics, while at the same time, 

encouraging positive attitudes toward maths.  
 

There are methods by which parents can easily 

become involved in their child's mathematics 

education. Several resources provide parents 

with games and activities that engage children in 

mathematical thinking and problem solving 

whilst, at the same time, building their self -

confidence and appreciation for mathematics. 

An example of this type of resource is the 

online resource òHelping Your Child Learn 

Mathó (http://www.math.com/parents/articles/

helpmath.html ). This site contains 26 activities 

for children aged 5 to 13. The activities 

illustrate the mathematics that children can 

experience at home, at the grocery store, and 

while travelling. Some meaningful activities on a 

long car trip can alleviate the boredom that so 

often results in children fighting with each 

other or asking repeatedly, "Are we there yet?" 

In this weekõs newsletter, I have included some 

of the activities from this site for you to try at 

home. These include things you can do at home 

to make mathematics a part of your daily life as 

you travel, cook and play games with your child.  

Grades Prep- 2 

What you'll need  

1 Measuring cup, 4 glasses of equal size, water  

What to do   

1. Pour water at different levels ( 1/3 cup, 1/2 cup, 3/4 cup and 1 cup) in each 

glass. Put the glasses next to each other. Ask your child: Are all the water levels 

the same or different?  

2. Ask your child questions to encourage comparison, estimation, and thinking about 

measurement. Which glass has more water? Which has less? How many glasses 

of water do you estimate it will take to fill the container?  

3. Pour more water into one of the glasses to make it equal to the amount of water 

in another glass. Move the glasses around so that the glasses with the same 

amount of water are not next to each other. Ask: Which glasses do you think 

have the same amount of water?  

4. As your child begins to understand more, do activities using different -shaped 

containers that hold the same amount of a substance (water, rice, and popcorn 

kernels). This helps your child see comparisons, as well as the various capacities 

of different -sized and shaped containers.  
 

Grades 3-6 

What you'll need  

Newspaper, calculator, pencil, paper, and graph paper (can be 

hand-drawn)  

What to do  

1. List it. Give your child the grocery section of the newspaper in order to make up 

a list of foods that will feed the family for a week and also meet a budget of a 

certain amount of money. Have your child make a chart and use mental math or a 

calculator to figure the cost of a few items. If the total for the groceries is 

more than you have budgeted for, talk about which items can be eliminated. 

Could the list be cut down by a few items or by buying less of another item? 

What will best serve the needs of the family?  

2. Shop around. Have your child search for advertisements in the newspaper for an 

item they have been wanting, such as a piece of clothing or runners, in order to 

find the lowest price for the item. After your child finds the best buy, have him 

or her compare the best buy to the rest of the advertised prices. Are this 

store's prices lower for everything or just items in demand?  

3. Highs and lows. Have your child search the newspaper for daily temperatures 

and create a graph showing weekly trends. Ask your child for the differences in 

temperature from day to day.  
 

Look out for ideas you can do at the supermarket and while travelling in the 

car in the next newsletter edition.  

ô

Reminder to all grade 1 and 2 

parents : FAMPA is this Tuesday  

October 20th between 5.45 til 

7.30 . Donõt forget to bring your 

teddies and a gold coin donation to go 

towards adopting a brown bear from 

Zoos Victoria.  

 

On Wednesday 28th October , Kate 

http://www.math.com/parents/articles/helpmath.html
http://www.math.com/parents/articles/helpmath.html
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE  

The school has collected lost uniform from Terms 1, 2 and 3, some have names but most is unnamed. As we have 

done in previous years we intend to offer parents the opportunity to find any pieces that have been lost or purchase 

pieces they need to replace. 

On Monday, 26th October all collected pieces of uniform will be available in the school gym from 8:45 for parents to 

take advantage of the sale. All the school asks is a gold coin donation which will be then passed on to the State 

Schoolsô Relief Committee. The State Schoolôs Relief Committee is a charity which supports children in need with 

school uniform. The sale will also be available to parents after school from 3:15 to 4:00. 

This year in Visual Arts students in Grade Prep 
to 6 have worked hard to create pieces for the 
Art Show. 
We created 2D Art work and 3D pieces. 
�*�U�D�G�H�����¶�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���$�V�L�D�Q���$�U�W�Z�R�U�N���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R��
their units of work to create the start of our 
�$�U�W���V�K�R�Z�����Z�K�L�O�V�W���W�K�H���*�U�D�G�H�����¶�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� 
Aboriginal artwork for the foyer.  
They also created the fairy tale totems that 
now decorate the gardens near the Gym. We 
had snowmen, aliens, fish, insects and people! 
It was fantastic to see so many families and 
friends come to see the work displayed. 
Thanks to the many staff who also helped to 
set up the Art Show to make it all look so 
fabulous!.  
Thanks also to the students who danced and 
performed so well and the staff who worked 
hard all year to produce the wonderful         
performances. 
It was also great to have work displayed from 
the Homestead Day Care and Kinder. 
Thanks again for all the support we receive 
and for all the hard work by the students.  
 
Bev and Gabby 


