
 

 

Parent Bulletin 

16/09/2009  www.roxhomesteadps.vic.edu.au

2.30 pm finish this Friday, 18th 

 

Term 4 begins 9.00am October 5th  

I would like to acknowledge at the end of this jam packed term the productive work done by students, 

staff and our parent supporters. This term in particular has been extremely busy but a fruitful and fun 

learning time for all. Our recent Naplan data results show the strong growth our students make by grade 

5. This is a reflection not only for the great work done by the grade 5 team but also the work that has 

been done leading up to the grade 5 year by all staff and the support and direction by our leadership 

team. 

 

Thank you to staff who facilitated Parent Forums and Information sessions this term. I know they are greatly 

appreciated by our parent community and will ultimately benefit student learning. This is one of the ways we are able 

to strengthen the important partnership between home and school. 

 

I would especially like to thank our wonderful parents who give so much of their time to support the school. Whether 

this is assisting in classrooms or volunteering in a variety of ways. Our recent Fathers Day stall was an indication of a 

band of parents wanting to ensure our children could access gifts for their dad or the important male figure in their life 

ready for Father‟s Day. Thank you to all our fantastic parents who helped on the two days. 

 

Another avenue for supporting community building was our magnificent Art Show. If you were 

lucky enough to have attended last Wednesday and Thursday evenings you would be in  no doubt 

of the high calibre of art work on display. Thank you to our Visual Arts teachers, Bev Plowman 

and Gabby Guban who transformed our multi purpose room into an artist‟s gallery ablaze with 

many colours and textures. It was wonderful to have the Homestead Day Care and Kindergarten 

join with us for the Art Show by displaying the work of their children. A special thank you to their 

staff who helped out, Michelle Gujer and especially Sam Bruno who stayed until “stumps” on both 

evenings. The children from our two settings are very talented and it is obvious we have some budding artists. Thank 

you to all who attended and staff who helped Bev and Gabby with the displays. 

 

It is with mixed emotions that at the end of this term we say farewell to two of our well known staff members. Cheryl 

McIntosh, our Performing Arts teacher and Erwin Dumenden, grade two teacher, will not be returning to Roxburgh 

Homestead after the term break. Erwin has a teaching post in Japan which begins next term. This is a 

wonderful career opportunity for Erwin and we thank him for the strong contributions he has made to 

student learning during his time with us. I know Erwin will have a long and successful teaching 

career ahead of him. Cheryl will be seeking teaching positions closer to her new home. Cheryl has 

taken performing Arts to a high level at our school by raising the bar and expectations of our 

students. She has inspired all students in Performing Arts and given students the opportunity to 

perform in many aspects of performing arts in front of live audiences. Cheryl has also played a lead 

role in our student led assemblies by working with students to build their confidence in public speaking. We thank 

Cheryl for her creative and stimulating contributions to Performing Arts at Roxburgh Homestead. Both Erwin and 

Cheryl will be missed by staff, students and parents. 

 

To our wonderful students and their families enjoy this break. To staff recharge the batteries and for many of us it is 

time to reacquaint ourselves with our families. To our families who are taking part in Ramadan, enjoy the upcoming 

celebrations and festivities. I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday. 

 

Barb 
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PARENT BEGINNERôS COMPUTER SESSIONS IN TERM  

Would you like to know more about using computers?   

Would you like to be able to understand what your children are doing with computers? 

Well, here is your chance. 

 

In Term 4 the elearning Team will be running computer sessions especially for parents.  These sessions will be held 

for 3 weeks on Tuesday evenings from 6.00 – 8.00 pm in the Information and Communication Technology Centre. 

Sessions will begin on Tuesday 13th October.  We will look at different software programs the children use at school, 

appropriate internet sites and staying safe on the internet 

If you would like to join in the fun and learn something new then complete the form below and return it as soon as 

possible to your child‟s class teacher who will pass it on to the elearning team.  We will contact you with further 

information during the first week of term 4. Please note this course is suited for parents who are beginners in 

computer use and knowledge. 

 

Thank you, 

Maree Leopold 

Coordinator 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Yes I would like to join in with the Parent Beginner‟s Computer Classes. 

 

Name: …………………………………………………..(please print) 

 

My child‟s name:……………………………………………  Grade: 

HEALTH NEWS 
Drink water, not sugar....some holiday advice!  
For healthy bodies and teeth, children need to drink water and limit sweet drinks. Reduce sweet drinks including fruit 

juice and fruit drinks, soft drinks, flavoured mineral water, cordials, sport drinks, energy drinks and flavoured milk.  

 

Keep a jug of fresh water in the fridge.  

 

Provide water for family and friends with meals and snacks.  

 

Teach children to help themselves to water, but ensure they ask for other drinks.  

 

Provide a water bottle for your child for school, kindergarten, child care and physical 

activity.  

 

Make water available to everyone on family outings.  

 

A glass of unflavoured, low fat milk can be a healthy drink to protect teeth for children 

over two years old.  

 

Children don‟t need sweet drinks. If you do buy sweet drinks, limit to a small glass. 
www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/kids 

 

   What?:  Casual dress day on Friday. 

   Why?:  Operation Christmas Child Fundraiser         
               (collecting gifts to send Christmas boxes overseas) 

   Cost?:  Gold coin donation. 
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Literacy Innovation and Intervention at Roxburgh Homestead Primary 

School 
 

 

Reading Intervention Program from 1 ñ2 

Early intervention involves working intensively 

with children on a one to one basis or in small 

groups to practice reading skills introduced in 

the classroom.  The Reading Intervention 

Teachers work closely with the parents and 

classroom teachers to make sure each child is 

given every opportunity to succeed.  A major 

component of Reading Intervention involves 

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE……..at 

home (preferably with an adult) and at school.  

It is a wonderful experience to watch young 

children develop into confident and enthusiastic readers! 

Different readers use different strategies to help with their understanding 

of text. 

The Reading Innovation Program targets students from grade 3 to 5 and is 

designed to teach and practice a wide variety of comprehension strategies.  

Individual students can then decide which strategies suit their learning 

style and  maximise their understanding of text. They can then apply these 

strategies to all areas of the curriculum and to every day life. Each group 

consists of six students seen 3-4 times per week for a set number of 

weeks. 
Some of the areas covered are: 

Visualising: Where children practise imagining what a character or scene 

from the book looks, feels, smells and sounds like. This could be as a 

single picture or as a movie. 

Prediction: Students use a variety of clues to guess what might happen 

next in a piece of text. This can also be used throughout a book and 

encourages children to make connections from their own personal 

experiences. 

Questioning: By asking the right type of questions students begin to 

understand what they are reading, gain more meaning from what is being 

read and to think beyond what they are reading. 

Summarising: This is quite a challenging skill but through identifying and 

using suitable key words children can write a summary using the main 

idea and some important details. 

Inferring: Children are asked to read „between the lines‟ and understand 

what the author or characters are really thinking, feeling or trying to say. 

Encourage 

your child 

to: 

Look at the 

picture 

Get their mouth 

ready to say the 

initial sound 

(please donõt ask 

your child to 

sound out the 

word) 

Look for smaller 

words in bigger 

words eg that: at 

Read on to the 

end of the      

sentence to work 

out unknown 

words 

Re read if it 

doesnõt make 

sense 

Break up or 

stretch the words 

Make the     

reading sound 

like you are 

talking 

Read the words 

you know quickly 

 Innovative Reading Program from 3 ñ5 
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We wish you a safe 

and happy holiday! 

Whatõs coming up:  

FAMPA in GRADE 

One & Two  
Early next term, the Grade 

1/2   teachers will be hosting 

a teddy bear family maths 

night at school. This night 

will feature the range of 

mathematical areas we 

teach.  Children will be asked 

to bring along their 

favourite bear. Parents of 

children in grade 1/2 will 

receive a formal 

invitation early 

next term.  

MATHLETICS   
Some wonderful news! 

(in case you havenõt 

heard)  
While our students had the 

opportunity to trial Mathletics 

during Literacy and Numeracy 

Week, fortunately for us, 

Mathletics has agreed to let us  

continue to trial this program to 

the end of the year!!!!  Next 

year, we will register our school 

for a small cost per student 

(more details to come). If your 

child hasnõt already explored 

Mathletics at home, donõt delay 

any longer. Mathletics has all 

students enthused and eager to 

practise their maths skills. Just 

another great way you can assist 

your child at home.  

LOOK OUT FOR THE PARENT 

FORUM ON MATHLETICS 

EARLY NEXT TERM!  

at Roxburgh Homestead PS...  

Our school-wide involvementé 
During Literacy and Numeracy Week (31st August -

4th September) children, teachers and parents 

alike participated in numerous activities related to 

both literacy and numeracy. We had a fabulous 

week celebrating our achievements and sharing our 

knowledge with peers, teachers, parents and even 

some strange  looking characters.  
 

Sir Hop-a-loté 
A strange looking character 

(resembling a frog) leaped into 

our school grounds to help us 

celebrate this special week. 

Sir Hop -a- lot made an 

appearance at assembly and during lunch times and 

delighted the children with his amazing literacy 

and numeracy skills.  
 

Reach for the Starsé 
Reach for the Stars was a 

school wide maths investigation. Every grade at 

every level  explored the first names of the 

children in their class. Here are some interesting 

facts we discovered:  

Î 105 boys and 106 girls at RHPS have 5 letters 

in their name.  

Î The most common starting letter for boys 

name is ôJõ, and for girls it is ôSõ.  

Î The name òLayaló is a palindrome (it can be 

read the same forwards and backwards).  

Î The name òAbigailó has the highest proportion 

of vowels in it, while the names òTrentó and 

òTyleró have the lowest proportion of vowels. 

We have entered our school data nationally so that 

we, like many other schools across Australia, can 

engage in a nationwide collaboration to share and 

explore data about our first names!  
 

Story Sharing Safarié 
On Wednesday the 2nd September, many schools 

around Australia took part in National Reading Day 

and Roxburgh Homestead was one of them! We 

celebrated by having our very own Story Sharing 

Safari. Every student in the school took their 

lunch and a book and we had a big reading picnic on 

the oval. Students read 

stor ies with the i r 

classmates, read stories 

to others or listened to 

stories read by their 

teacher. There were over 

730 people and one frog all reading together.  
 

Lunch time activitiesé 
During this special week, students took part in 

several  special lunchtime 

activities.  

The Grade 2 students 

entertained audiences in 

the courtyard with their 

r e a d e r ' s  t h e a t r e 

performances. Board games in the library 

challenged students to use their literacy and 

numeracy skills. Grade 

Preps became real life 

stencils, as the Grade 5 

students traced the preps 

and then used the outline 

to measure the students with icy pole sticks.  
 

Mathletics & Spellodromeé 
We had a wonderful opportunity to trial and 

explore this online literacy and numeracy 

resource. A total number of 378 students 

participated to collect thousands of points in 

Curriculum Mathletics, Spellodrome and Live 

Mathletics. Fortunately, we can continue to use 

Mathletics for rest of the year.  
 

Parent Helper Courseé 
Helping in classrooms and assisting students learn 

is a very rewarding experience. During Literacy 

and Numeracy week, we had six parents graduate 

from the parent helper course. The group worked 

long and hard over two nights gaining knowledge on 

how to support students to read and write. They 

now join a growing list of graduates who play such 

an important part in the children's learning, as we 

continue to strengthen the home -school 

partnerships. Thank you!  

Numeracyé òFour Colour Challengeó 
 

Grade Level : Prep to 6  

What you need : 4 coloured pencils, 4 x 4 grid of stars  

Players : 2 or more  

How to play:  

1. Take turns to colour in any star one of the four colours 

selected. No line is allowed to have the same colour in it more 

than once. A line can be horizontal ñ, vertical |  or diagonal \ .  

2. Any player to use a colour more than once in a line loses.  

3. If all 16 stars are coloured in correctly, all players win!  
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LiteracyéòPutting on a Puppet Showó 
Grade Level : Prep to 6  

1. Read a story together.  

2. Take turns to retell one event from the story in sequential 

order, going back and forth until the story is finished.  

3. Draw each character on piece of paper. Decorate, colour 

and cut. Attach straws to the back of your characters to 

create a puppet.  

4. Write a script that retells the story.  

5. Rehearse your play using behind the couch as your stage.  

6. Perform your play to family and friends!   


