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DIARY DATES: 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 4  Fatherôs Day stall 

Mon 7  Grade 2 Excursion to Yarrabee 

Wed 9  Art Show 5.30ð8.30pm free admission 

Thurs 10 Art Show 5.30ð8.30pm free admission 

Fri 11  PMI Open Day 

Mon 14 Grade 6 IncursionðIllustrator Visit 

Fri 18  Last Day of Termðearly dismissal 2.30 

BUILDING EDUCATION REVOLUTION  
The building education revolution is alive and well at 

Roxburgh Homestead Primary School with most of the 

artificial turf in place at the back of the school. The running track is almost complete and the soccer area will be the 

last area to be finished. Iôm sure you agree that it is a vast improvement on the dust and dirt that surrounded our 

shelters before. The front entrance to the school has taken on some major changes. The area has been cleared to make 

way for our very exciting landscape garden project. We want the front of the school to reinforce our goal of 

connecting with our community. Our vision is to create an entrance that is warm, inviting and reflects the calm and 

orderly environment that exists beyond the front door. The slab for the gym is waiting to be laid then it is all systems 

go! The gym is not expected to be completed until 2010. I would like to thank our parents and students for your 

patience while this work is being done. It will be worth it when it is completed. Our school will indeed become a jewel 

in our community crown. 

 
SAFETY 
Once again, I appeal to our parents not to walk through the car park. It is a safety issue as we have many cars arriving 

and leaving at the beginning and end of the school day including work trucks and delivery vans. I also ask parents to 

use the crossing with their children. We need to model correct and safe road safety with our children every time. 

 
THANK YOU 
A special thank you to Yaseminôs dad, Halil also known as ( Harry ). Harry kindly made our stage for the children to 

stand on at Student Led assemblies. The stage is fantastic and is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to our families who were given a parent opinion survey to complete. As I mentioned before the families 

were randomly selected. The data is part of a 3 way feedback from students, staff and parents to give us a picture of 

our organisational climate. We are in particular looking at trends and ways to further improve our school. 

 
ART SHOW 
As part of our dedication in strengthening links with our community we are holding our Art Show which is held every 

second year. At this Art Show on September 9th and 10th we are proud to be also exhibiting childrenôs art work from 

the Homestead Day Care Centre and Kindergarten. Special thanks to Bev, Gabby, Mary Ann and Cheryl for 

coordinating this very special event. PLEASE NOTE: Because of the Art Show there will be no Karate for this week 

only. 

 

LITERACY AND NUMERACY WEEK  
We are very proud of the learning that takes place in our school by our dedicated staff and our hard working and 

productive students. Literacy and Numeracy Week has provided our students with special events and tasks that 

highlight literacy and numeracy and promote a love of these key learning areas. A huge thank you to Sir Hopalot who 

has once again left his watery home amongst the lily pads to visit the students and staff at our school to make sure we 

have jumped right into the fun activities this week. Thank you to Clodagh, Kate, Peter and all staff who have made 

this week extra special for our students. 

 

PARENT HELPERS PROGRAM  
Thank you to the parents who joined us for the Parent Helpers Program.  It was a very successful night and we canôt 

wait to have you working in the classrooms. 

Come join KIDS-LIFE!  

Dianella Community Health is running a 10-week after 

school program for overweight kids (7-12 year-old) 

and their families. This program is designed and 

proven to improve childrenôs fitness, physical activity 

levels, nutrition and self-esteem. It will be two hours of 

fun-filled, interactive sessions, twice a week. Best of 

all, it is FREE of charge! 

 

For further information about Kids Life!, pick up a 

brochure at your school office or contact  

Oliver Romanes at 83455441 or at 

oliver.romanes@dianella.org.au. 
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PARENT BEGINNERôS COMPUTER SESSIONS IN TERM  

Would you like to know more about using computers?   

Would you like to be able to understand what your children are doing with computers? 

Well, here is your chance. 

 

In Term 4 the elearning Team will be running computer sessions especially for parents.  These sessions will be held 

for 3 weeks on Tuesday evenings from 6.00 ï 8.00 pm in the Information and Communication Technology Centre. 

Sessions will begin on Tuesday 13th October.  We will look at different software programs the children use at school, 

appropriate internet sites and staying safe on the internet 

If you would like to join in the fun and learn something new then complete the form below by Friday 18th September. 

Return the form to your childôs class teacher who will pass it on to the elearning team.  We will contact you with 

further information during the first week of term 4. 

Please note this course is suited for parents who are beginners in computer use and knowledge. 

 

Thank you, 

Maree Leopold 

Coordinator 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Yes I would like to join in with the Parent Beginnerôs Computer Classes. 

 

Name: ééééééééééééééééééé..(please print) 

 

My childôs name:ééééééééééééééééé  Grade: éééééééééééé 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION REMINDER 
On Monday 14th September Orana Family Services  will  be holding an information session regarding a Parent 

Program for Arabic families . 

 

The program itself will begin in Term 4 but they require definite numbers before they can go ahead with both the 

information session and the program. The previous newsletter contained information about the course , however if 

you would like to find out more  about  the course you can ring  Salwa or Nadine on 9308 8761. 

 

We do require definite numbers for the information session, if you are attending please return the slip below for 

organisational purposes. 

 

I will be attending the Orana Family Services  Information Session on Monday 14th September, starting at 9:30. 

 

Name:___________________________________Childôs class______________________ 

ARE YOU BATTLING WITH HEAD LICE??? PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN AND  
WIN THE FIGHT WITH D'FENCE 
 This daily leave -in d'fence spray has been formulated using well known  essential oils that  
repel lice from taking hold of your children's hair.  
- Anaphylactic and asthma friendly 
- provides up to 10 hours  of protection against head lice 
- no  unnecessary chemicals or harsh surfactants 
- no  artificial preservatives, colourings or fragrances 
- big family value 500ml  trigger bottle  
- fantastic detangler ( no more tears ) 
- scent fades in 20-30 minutes 
- sprayed daily will last 4-6 months 

 The school does not endorse this product but parents may wish to 

consider the product as another alternative to combating headlice. 

For more information contact: 

         Salon Nine Hair & Beauty  

                     Greenvale 

         Roxburgh Park Pharmacy  

      www.catwalkglamour.com.au 

                  1300 855 433 

KEYBOARD OPEN LESSON DAY 

Come and join in the fun on Friday, 11th Sept (at  

normal lesson times.) 
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Interested in Athletics? 

An Athletics Victoria affiliated club is coming soon to Craigieburn catering for those people that are too old for 

Little Athletics as well as veterans. 

 

To register your interest and for more information contact Heather on 0425 793 331 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 14th, Roxburgh Homestead held its annual intra-school Athletics Day. Despite being a little bit chilly in 

the morning the weather was fantastic and gave the students the opportunity to participate in every event. By the end 

of the day the school was sprinkled with students gleefully wearing their ribbons and the air was filled with 

excitable chatter about the fun that was had by all. This Athletics day is an integral part of the PE program as it 

allows the children the opportunity to apply what they have learnt in class and is the basis from which our school 

athletics squad is formed. 

 

On Friday August 28th, Roxburgh Homestead competed against eleven other Primary Schools, at the District 

Athletics Carnival. Our squad of sixty plus children aged from nine to twelve made the trip by bus to the Meadow 

Glen International Athletics Track in Epping. The goal was to represent our school to the best of our ability and if 

possible, retain the Champions Trophy we won in 2008. Our students were magnificent and despite a slow start and 

missing representation by our grade 4 children (camp), we clawed our way back into winning contention.  The ever 

popular relay events were last on the card and we were quietly confident that if we performed well we could hold 

onto the trophy. Our relay teams were amazing. We finished in the top three for all six relay races. What a 

performance and what a day, but had we done enough? When the final ranking for the eleven competing teams was 

announced, we learned that we had been narrowly beaten for first place. Whilst we had not been able to defend our 

2008 title we were extremely proud of our efforts, our sportsmanship and our team work. When Roxburgh 

Homestead Primary School left the Epping Athletics track, every student took something with them. Some took 

personal best efforts. Some took ribbons. Some even took the next step towards Zone finals. Most importantly, all 

took a large dose of self belief and grew as individuals. 

 

Congratulations to every student who represented R.H.P.S and good luck to those who are going on to Zone finals! 

We are all very proud of you. 
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Whatõs Coming Up:  

FAMPA in GRADE One & Two  
Early next term, the grade 1/2   

teachers will be hosting a teddy bear 

family maths night at school. This night 

will feature the range of mathematical 

areas we teach.  Children will be asked to bring 

along their favourite bear. Parents of children in 

grade 1/2 will receive an expression of interest 

note before the end of the term, so we can 

approximate of numbers for the night.  

at Roxburgh Homestead PS  

MATHLETICS :  

Some wonderful news!  
Our students have  been trialling 

Mathletics during Literacy and 

N u m e r a c y  W e e k .  O u r           

registration was due to expire at 

the end of this week, but     

fortunately for us, Mathletics 

has agreed to let us  continue to 

trial this program to the end of 

the year!!!!  Next year, we will 

register our school for a small 

cost per student (more details 

�W�R�� �F�R�P�H������ �,�I�� �\�R�X�U�� �F�K�L�O�G�� �K�D�V�Q�·�W��
already explored Mathletics at 

�K�R�P�H���� �G�R�Q�·�W�� �G�H�O�D�\�� �D�Q�\�� �O�R�Q�J�H�U����
Mathletics has all students 

enthused and eager to practise 

their maths skills. Just another 

great way you can assist your 

child at home.  

W h a t  P a r e n t s  a c r o s s       
Australia say about Mathletics   

�• ��"An excellent program for 

children - they enjoy the 

concept of playing against 

others and I thoroughly 

recommend it."  Shelley 

Wright, SA  

�• ��This is a fabulous tool, which 

encourages the child to learn 

and improve Maths. I will 

de f i n i t e l y  re c o mme nd 

it."  Marilia De Souza, NSW  

�• ��"I would encourage any 

parent to let their children 

try it. Before Mathletics my 

child was struggling and not 

enjoying maths. But since 

she was introduced to 

Mathletics she hasn't looked 

back. She absolutely loves it 

and I'm now lucky to get to 

use the computer because 

she wants to do her maths!! 

Give it a go, you won't 

regret it, they truly do 

i n s p i r e  b e t t e r 

results!!!"  Caitlin Gordon, 

VIC  

�• ��"It's a great way to      

supplement learning at 

school and for parents to 

see what their children are 

capable of and where they 

might need additional 

help." Carol Ross, VIC  

LOOK OUT FOR THE PARENT 
FORUM ON MATHLETICS 

HELP WANTED...  
I am seeking help to reorganise our online numeracy kits. This 

task will involve labelling and redistributing materials (no 

cleaning this time!) If you are available to help for half a day 

or a whole day on Thursday 17th September , please return this 

slip to the office or via your classroom teacher.  

Thanking you in anticipation,  

Kate Cugnetto  

Your Name: ______________________________________  

�&�K�L�O�G�·�V���1�D�P�H�����B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B 

�&�K�L�O�G�·�V���*�U�D�G�H���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�����B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B 

Time Available: ___________________________________  

MATHS AT HOME  
I hope, yet again, that many families experienced 

some wonderful success with the activities and 

information published in the last newsletter    

edition. So why is it important to help your child at 

home with maths? For the answer to this question 

read below... 
 

�:�K�\���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���D�W���K�R�P�H���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�« 
 

Mathematics is one of the most important       

subjects  at school. Numbers are all around us and 

even if you don't feel yourself to be a          

mathematical genius, there is plenty that you can 

do. In fact, there are so many enjoyable activities 

you can do at home, that your child won't even 

realise that it's educational! How wonderful is 

that?  

Current teaching methods for maths and even the 

way that algorithms are recorded appear very 

different from those used twenty years ago. As a 

result, parents are sometimes reluctant to help 

their children with maths homework for fear of 

doing things in the wrong way. However, children 

really do benefit when parents take a keen      

interest in their mathematical learning. You can 

help your child to gain confidence and develop a 

positive attitude towards mathematics by talking 

about what has been taught at school and helping 

them to notice and use mathematics in an everyday 

context.  

Ideas and tips: 
�• ��A key part of every numeracy session in school 

is mental maths, so practise at home. Children 

must get used to solving problems in their 

head, rather than resorting to a calculator. 

Play games with your child: throw two dice and 

multiply the numbers, then move on to        

multiplying the sum of two throws by the sum 

of another two throws. Try to get some pace 

into the game!  

�• ��Play snakes and ladders, darts, dominoes and 

other games that depend on numbers, counting, 

calculation and scoring. 'Battleships' is a fun 

way to use graphs.  

�• ��Talk about pocket money with your child. Help 

them to add it up week by week, and work out 

whether they can afford a particular toy or 

treat. Shop using money and calculate change.  

�• ��Capitalise on hobbies. If your child is car -mad, 

talk about relative engine sizes, fuel economy, 

speed and performance. If they has a        

favourite pop group, get them to compile a list 

of statistics such as the number of weeks each 

single is in the charts. Watch and play sports 

that involve scoring, timing, counting,  

�• ��Be creative! Ask your child to look out for  

patterns and shapes on floors, wallpaper, 

plants, animals, buildings - anything from the 

arrangement of tiles in the kitchen to the 

markings on the cat. Draw objects made     

entirely of triangles, rectangles or squares: 

make 'butterfly' pictures by painting on one 

half of the paper and folding it over so that 

the image is mirrored. Make mobiles by      

suspending objects from coat hangers and 

ensuring they balance.  

�• ��Think about time. Look at clocks, digital and 

analogue. Estimate how long a certain  activity 

will take to do. Play games: how long is a     

minute, starting from now?  

�• ��Think about calendars and dates too. Make a 

timeline that includes the birthdays of each 

member of the family and work out how far 

apart each one is. Use different units: months, 

weeks and days, even hours, minutes and    

seconds. Add other important events, such as a 

family holiday, and encourage your child to 

count down to the big day.  

�• ��Cooking is great for helping your child get to 

know simple weights and measures. Count out 

spoonfuls of ingredients. Let your child help 

you set the timer and count down to teatime! 

Later on, this is a good way to introduce the 

idea of ratios and proportions, too. Keep in 

mind that your child will be learning the metric 

system at school, so try to measure amounts in 

grams and kilograms.  
Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/work/primary/

numeracy_and_science/maths_at_home_primary.shtml   

Visit this site for online maths games to use at home.  

This week, I have included 
some ongoing activities that 
you can do at home with your 
child in the upcoming weeks, 
including the term holidays.  


