DATES TO REMEMBER
WEEK 8
November 29th
Prep Swimming
Last Session Today

November 30th
Grade 3 Excursion
Melbourne City Walk

WEEK 9
December 4th
Grade 2 Camp
Experience

December 7th
2018 Prep Transition
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WHAT EXCITING TIMES AT
RHPS!
This week has been exceptionally busy with students
going on excursions to further
and promote their learning. I
was fortunate enough to
attend the Gr 6 excursion on
Wednesday and was very
impressed with the respectful
manner in which the students
represented
themselves
whilst being out of our
school. Having said that, they
are very respectful students
within our school grounds,
providing positive role models
for younger students. We
went to see the movie
“Wonder” which is based on
the book written by R.J. Palacio. I highly recommend both
the book and the movie to all
parents to read and or see as
the theme is around children
treating other children with
respect. It celebrates difference and highlights the need
for everyone to be accepting
of others and treat everyone
fairly and respectfully. A very
powerful message we can all
believe and model.
Gr 4 students went to the
Aquarium to add to their understanding of how animals
and plants have adapted
themselves to survive. Another cohort of students adding
to their learning whilst representing themselves and RHPS
proudly! A great deal was
gained from this trip and the
students enjoyed the day.

students return from Somers
Camp where they had been
for 10 days alongside students from other schools. A
wonderful experience for
them and again, the feedback
re our students behaviour
and manners, was outstanding! Thank you to Michael
Lane for giving of his time to
attend with these students.
Thank you to the teachers for
organising these learning experiences!
2018
We are currently structuring
our school for the 2018
school year. A large emphasis
will be on enabling teachers
to work in high performing,
collaborative teaching teams
which constantly provides
opportunities to co-create
and innovate. Structuring our
school this way will have a
major impact on the manner
in which teachers plan, their
professional learning and the
way professional planning
time is utilised by teaching
staff. Innovative planning and
practice will benefit our students both short term and
long term. Our students will
need to leave school with
skills which will enable them
to thrive and function and
contribute as global citizens.
Our approach to teaching
and learning at RHPS is always strongly supported by
current evidenced based,
research and of this, we are
proud!

Last week we had several

We will have extra staff join
us in 2018 and we will have
many current staff in new
roles. We will have new processes in place for specific
areas of the school, all to improve upon what we are already doing. All this is being
planned at the moment and
we look forward to sharing
our staff list, new processes
and
improvements when
these have been finalised.
The Victorian Curriculum is
the Foundation (Prep) to Year
10 curriculum that provides a
single, coherent and comprehensive set of prescribed content and common achievement
standards,
which
schools use to plan student
learning programs, assess
student progress and report
to parents. Teaching staff
have been auditing our planning documents ensuring we
are in-line with the Victorian
Curriculum and that our students are being taught what
is recommended.
Students are required to
attend school every school
day unless they are unwell,
this is the law. Students on
extended leave to travel overseas, miss out on a great deal
of schooling which can have
detrimental impact upon
their progress when they return. It is very difficult for
students to maintain their
level of learning if having extended periods of leave and
they are also disadvantaged
socially by long absences.

اذا كنت بحاجه الى مساعدة لفهم هذه المالحظة يرجى االتصال باالدارة العامة للمدرسه
Bu notu anlamada herhangi bir yardima ihtiyaciniz olursa, lutfen
genel ofisini arayin.
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ATTENDANCE

You are legally required to
ensure your child attends school eveStudents are required to attend
ry day.
school every school day unless they
are unwell, this is the law. Students
on extended leave to travel overseas, If your child misses school you must
miss out on a great deal of schooling give an explanation for their absence
which can have detrimental impact unless permission has been already
upon their progress when they re- been granted.
turn. It is very difficult for students to
maintain their level of learning if
having extended periods of leave and The principal will then record the
they are also disadvantaged socially reason and decide if the absence
by long absences. See below for the meets your legal obligations.
Department of Education and Training guidelines
You are encouraged to avoid planning holidays or making routine medThe laws apply to all parents of com- ical appointments during school time
pulsory school-aged children attend- and where possible, you should ining any Victorian Government, Inde- form the school in advance of upcoming absences.
pendent and Catholic Schools.

END OF YEAR
It is an exceptionally busy time of
year in schools with a great deal to
be completed and prepared. We will
be keeping you informed along the
way and appreciate your support in
our being able to provide a quality
educational setting to promote
academic, social and emotional
growth in all our students.

Yours in learning
Julie Lowerson

Staff Profile
I began teaching after I had my
children Hamish and Maisri.

years and have taught from
Prep to grade four.

I studied at The University of
Melbourne where I found I had
a passion for oral language acquisition and the teaching of
reading and writing.

This is my fifth year in Prep. I
am currently leading a team of
teachers who are working to
continually research and ensure
Roxburgh Homestead’s Literacy
curriculum is current and the
literacy education is the finest
we can give your children. I love
teaching – it is absolutely the
best profession I could have
chosen.

I took the subject Teaching of
English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL) and further
extended my knowledge of this
and Literacy teaching and learning in general by undertaking a
Master’s Degree in Literacy at
the University of Melbourne.
I completed a research project
with Roxburgh Homestead
students focusing on how
picture books can be used as a
tool to promote discussion and
increase oral vocabulary.

When I’m not working I love
spending time with my family.
We enjoy camping and traveling within Australia and around
the world. I love reading and
spending time with my friends.

Suzie Hicks

I have been teaching at
Roxburgh Homestead for ten
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Student Showcase
Today the Grade three’s met a popular author, Mark Wilson. Mark Wilson taught us about how important
it is to use our imagination and research when writing. Some of Mark
Wilson’s books use his families’ exTERM 4 ISSUE
periences and lives. Mark Wilson
loves writing his books about his
love of nature, his love of animals
and his love of history. That is his
passion.
By Norah El- Tork

author, Mark Wilson. What I learnt
from him is that he uses his imagination in his illustrations and in his
books. He researches for months
before he puts a single word on the
page. He uses the stories of his fam1
ily to inspire his writing. He also uses
shapes to make really amazing illustrations.

23

Arda Akbulut
Grade 3

Grade 3 On Tuesday I met a real life

Grandparent’s Afternoon Tea
Last Thursday, the Grade Ones hosted a Grandparents Afternoon Tea.
We had the opportunity to share
our ‘Small Moments’ books that we
wrote about them.

Then we invited them to our rooms
to see our modern day’s classroom!
They loved sharing their stories with
us too.

We also played some olden days
games that they may have played
when they were our age, like marbles, elastics and hooky.

Dromkeen Excursion
On Tuesday, 14h of November, all the grade one students and teachers went to Dromkeen
Homestead in Riddell’s Creek.
We were so lucky because we got to meet a real, live author. His name is Mark Wilson and
he has written lots of children’s books. Our favourite books are Little Dolphin, Migaloo the
White Whale and The Journey of the Sea Turtle.
He is also a really talented illustrator and ran
a wonderful workshop, which taught us how
to draw sea turtles and dolphin tails.
Next, went into the Dromkeen Gallery, where
we saw a beautiful display of children’s book
illustrations by the author Dee White from her book, Reena’s Rainbow. It was very inspiring and now we all want to be authors and
illustrators too.
TERM 4 ISSUE 4

24/11/2017

3

Student Wellbeing
No Pens Day

way, making calming devices and ryone sharing resources and coming
discussing how their body feels together as a school community.
when they experience a particular
A special thank you goes to Emma
On Thursday the 16th of November emotion.
Kelly for making our No Pens Day
the students at Roxburgh HomeThe Grade 5 students also practiced posters, Leah William for making
stead Primary School celebrated No
their presentation skills during their ‘feelings treats’ at the canteen, Pat
Pens Day. No Pens Day is a day fo- History showcase. It was fantastic to Lynch for assisting me in organising
T E R M 4 I S S U E see
1
cused on oral language.
their wonderful multimedia the day and to each and every staff
presentations
and to see the stu- member for putting in extra effort
Consequently, students put down
dents
speaking
so well about their to focus on oral language for the
their pens and do all their learning
chosen historic Australian figure.
day!
using their speaking and listening
skills. As always, it was a wonderful The Grade 1 students invited their Adrianna,
Grandparents to an afternoon tea
opportunity for the students to
Speech Pathologist
where their Grandparents taught
practice these skills and be active them how to play historic games
participators over the whole day!
and the students were able to share
special books written about their
This terms theme was Feelings/
loved ones.
Emotions. The students explored
different emotions by making feel- I would like to say a big thank you
ing masks. They participated in a for all the staff’s wonderful efforts
host of activities including; discuss- in making No Pens Day such a sucing scenarios when they felt that cessful day. It was great to see eve-

That’s Life

and we had great fun watching them
grow as mum and dad took turns
Students and teachers have been sitting on the nest and feeding them.
very lucky to watch a mother Willy Unfortunately one fell out and was
Wagtail build a nest near the rescued by Gayle, but later died. The
staffroom and lay her eggs. Three nest then fell off the branch and we
babies were born in the tiny nest lost the other two. However it was a
great learning experience for the
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many students who had the chance
to watch new life growing in the
school yard. It was also great opportunity for language development for
the EAL students, who visited every
couple of days and discussed what
they saw. We’re sad we can’t continue watching them grow, but loved
the experience.

4

Photography Club
Recently a small number of grade 4
and 6 photography students had
their photos entered into the
photography competition at the
Sunbury Agricultural Show with
very good results. Further to this,
their photos were also entered into
the Whittlesea and Kyneton
Agricultural Shows. The following
students received awards:
Whittlesea Show under 12 age
group
Dilhan Ozluk - 2nd prize
Mya Jabbour - 3rd prize
Kyneton Show under 12 age group
Dilhan Ozluk – special commendation
Photos are judged based on the
following:

Dilhan
Mya
Brooke
Hannah &
Shaaid
Dakota

(absent)

Composition: the artistic arrangement and placement of visual elements within the frame.
Technical Detail: has the photographer used their camera well? Is the
exposure well balanced, and in focus?
The WOW factor: the visual impact
of the image. Has the photographer
been creative and provided something unique?
The school is very proud of the photography students’ work and look
forward to what they can produce
for next years’ shows.

Sonja Meilak
21C Design Team Member
(Library Technician)
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