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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

EDUCATION WEEK 

What a week Education Week 
was! We saw teachers “Flash 
Mob” at assembly, we saw  
parents at assemblies and in 
classrooms, we saw students 
excited about their learning 
and alternative activities and 
we saw genuine community 
engagement across the week.  

I wish to thank Karen Bodily, 
Dale Heterick and Peter Walker 
who led the team of teachers 
who were responsible for  
making Education Week such a  
success. Thank you to staff who 
were involved along the way 
and shared their talents with 
the students at assembly etc. 

We had RHPS Got Talent where 
Loujane Al-Hamoui won the 
competition up against very 
talented contestants. I was so 
impressed with the students 
who entered this competition 
and their level of talent and 
confidence. The teachers band 
“The Shredders” were very  
impressive and highlighted the 
fun they were having engaging 
in activities. 

EMOTIONAL HEALTH 

Having good mental health 
doesn’t mean children don’t 
experience difficulties or  
worries. Feeling worried, sad or 
fearful is normal. Children who 
are mentally healthy are 
equipped to handle many of 
life’s curve balls that come 
their way. They also don’t let 
their emotions 
overwhelm them. As a result 
they learn better and have 
more friends as well. 

"Protecting" Your Children 
From Disappointment 

Your natural tendency when 
you see your children feeling 
badly is to try to make them 
feel better. Mollifying your  
children with excessive  
expressions of affection or by 
buying them gifts, though it 
may bring them some  
immediate relief and make you 
feel better, does far more harm 
than good, writes the author 
Allison Armstrong: "Many  
parents today try too hard to 
smooth away life's rough edges 
in the hopes of keeping  
disappointment  at bay. 
Children with no  
experience solving life's little 
setbacks have a much harder 
time when they're faced with 
the big ones." Placating your 
children doesn't allow them to 
understand what caused the 
disappointment and figure out 
how to not feel disappointed in 
the future. Your children need 
to be able to just sit with their 
disappointment and ask "Why 
do I feel so bad?" and "What 
can I do to get over feeling this 
way?" Pacifying your children 
may also communicate to them 
that you don't think they are 
capable of handling and  
overcoming the setback. Your 
reaction will only interfere with 
your children's ability to  
surmount future obstacles and 
it will make disappointment 
more painful in the future. 

The above is advice from  
experts in child psychology who 
have studied and researched 
for many years.  
 
 
 

Please consider these words of 
advice for the benefit of  
developing resilient children 
who are emotionally healthy, 
as they will have more success 
in their everyday lives! 

PARENTS APPROACHING  
OTHER CHILDREN 

It has come to our attention 
again that some parents have 
been approaching children, 
other than their own, in the 
yard at pick up or drop off time. 
 
Please understand that this 
behaviour is not what we  
expect or accept from our  
parents. If you have an issue 
regarding your child and other 
children you would need to 
bring this to the attention of 
the class teacher or the Team 
Leader who will follow this up, 
find out all the information and 
then determine what might 
need to be done.  
Remember as parents, our  
children do not always tell us 
every detail regarding an issue 
and therefore we need to  
consider all information, which 
is the role of the teacher to 
gather. 
 
Modelling our value of 
“Respect” is important for all of 
our community members, so 
please respect our stand on 
not  approaching other children 
in our setting. We will follow up 
on issues, as always to ensure 
all students are heard and  
understood. 

Regards, 

Julie Lowerson 

 اذا كنت بحاجه الى مساعدة لفهم هذه المالحظة يرجى االتصال باالدارة العامة للمدرسه

Bu notu anlamada herhangi bir yardima ihtiyaciniz olursa, lutfen 

genel ofisini arayin. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Staff Profile 

Sarah Morris 

My name is Sarah Morris 

and I am currently a 

Grade 1 at Roxburgh 

Homestead.  

 

This is my second year at 

RHPS and I am enjoying 

the experience  

immensely. I love  

teaching, it is an  

incredibly rewarding 

profession that offers 

something new and  

exciting every day.  

 

I also thoroughly enjoy  

working in such a  

positive environment 

with a wide range of 

staff, students and  

families on a daily basis.  

Before becoming a full 

time teacher, I worked as 

an Integration Aid for a 

year. I have also spent a 

few years as a casual 

relief teacher working 

with grades from Prep to 

Six.  

Outside of school, I love 

photography, reading, 

shopping, travelling,  

going to live shows, 

watching movies and 

going out for dinner.  

I also love hanging out 

with my nephew and 

chilling with my  

Chihuahuas. 

In the Victorian Curriculum, students develop  
capability in critical and creative thinking as they 
learn to generate and evaluate knowledge, clarify 
concepts and ideas, seek possibilities, consider  
alternatives and solve problems. Critical and  
creative thinking involves students thinking broadly 
and deeply using skills, behaviours and dispositions 
such as reason, logic, resourcefulness, imagination 
and innovation in all learning areas at school and in 
their lives beyond school. 

 
Thinking that is productive, purposeful and  
intentional is at the centre of effective learning. By 
applying a sequence of thinking skills, students  
develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding 
of the processes they can use whenever they  
encounter problems, unfamiliar information and 
new ideas. In addition, the progressive development 
of knowledge about thinking and the practice of 
using thinking strategies can increase students’  
motivation for, and management of, their own 
learning. They become more confident and  
autonomous problem-solvers and thinkers. 

Responding to the challenges of the twenty-first 
century – with its complex environmental, social 
and economic pressures – requires young people to 
be creative, innovative, enterprising and adaptable, 
with the motivation, confidence and skills to use 
critical and creative thinking purposefully. 
 
 

Critical and Creative Thinking at RHPS 
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On Thursday the 24th of May, the students at Roxburgh Homestead Primary School completed all their 
learning through speaking and listening tasks for No Pens Day. The theme for No Pens Day was “The 
Arts.” This linked in with Education Week and students brought in their favourite art pieces for the day. It 
was wonderful to hear our students using colourful adjectives to describe their art pieces and giving each 
other feedback on their presentations. 
 
Students participated in a range of oral language activities during the day including robotics, historical 
games, role-plays and living art. It was rewarding going to classes and hearing our students speaking so 
well, interacting with one another, as well encouraging others to further explain their reasoning. 
 
Thank you too all the staff, parents and students for their wonderful efforts in making No Pens Day such a 
success. Everyone went above and beyond to create a fun, innovative and engaging oral language space 
for all our students’ voices to be heard. 
 
Adrianna, 
Speech Pathologist 

Speech Pathology News 

No Pens Day 

 EDUCATION WEEK 
(LITERACY COMPETITION WINNERS) 

WELL DONE TO: 
Reyyan Kirci-McPherson 

Aylin Aydin-Wiltshire 
Hannah Burgers-Rostron 

Seth Baird-Ravenhill 
 

These students win a Smiggle gift voucher. 

 
 



 

TERM 2 ISSUE 3 01/06/2018 4 

The ‘Celebrating the Arts’ theme aligns to the Education State target ‘Learning for Life’ which aims to  

improve learning outcomes for every child,  in every classroom, in every community to give everyone the best 

chance to succeed in work and in life. Now in its 74th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and  

celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victorian’s government education sector. Education Week 2018 

was all about celebrating the arts and is an opportunity for all primary and secondary schools, and early  

childhood services to show case the work they are doing for students in the arts subjects including dance, dra-

ma, music, visual arts and media arts. 

RHPS Staff Band “The Shredders” performing Twist and Shout 

                  Drone aerial shot of our students spelling out RHPS 
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Student Showcase 

District Cross Country – 24th of May 

On Thursday the 24th of May, 49 excited Roxburgh Homestead students participated in the annual District 

Cross Country event held at Brimbank Park. After several weeks of cancellations, the weather finally allowed 

for our students to show off their athletic abilities and compete against other students in our District.  

 

Our student athletes were excited to compete in the event and cheered on our other competitors eagerly as 

they waited for their own race. Congratulations to ALL of our District Cross Country squad of 2018 for not only  

completing the course, but for their resilience and attitudes towards the event. On numerous occasions, our  

students were commended by other teachers and parents for the way they supported and displayed  

sportsmanship. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who now have the opportunity to represent out school at the  

Regional Cross Country meeting. 

Jasmine Roeschmann  Maddison Albrecht     

Naz Mercan    Ali Imran Pek    Lara Temiz    Ayah Fawaz 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thankyou to ALL staff who helped out to make the event possible. Without your hard work, our  

students do not get to compete in these events. A big shout out to Gayle Dawson and Jo Elliot for helping me 

prepare our students for the meet and assist on the day! 

 

Michael Lane  

Physical Education Coordinator 


