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PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Monday 11th 

March  

Labour Day 

 

BOOK FAIR 

13th March until 

18th March.  

3:30pm-4pm 

 

STUDENT LED 

CONFERENCES 

Altered School 

Day -Students  

Dismissed at 

12:30pm 

TERM 1 

 

WEEK 7 

13th March 

Grade 4 Incursion 

Emotional  

Intelligence 

 

WEEK 8 

18th March 

Prep Incursion 

Responsible Pet  

Education Pro-

gram 

19th March 

Grade 3 Excursion 

Royal Botanical  

Gardens 

 

22nd March 

Grades 3-6 

RHPS Cross  

Country 

 

 

 

 اذا كنت بحاجه الى مساعدة لفهم هذه المالحظة يرجى االتصال باالدارة العامة للمدرسه

Bu notu anlamada herhangi bir yardima ihtiyaciniz olursa, lutfen genel ofisini 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

VICE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

We have just completed week 

6 of the term and I thank all 

the students, staff and  

community for all their efforts 

thus far. 

I thank all the students and the 

community for adhering to our 

school values of Respect, Hon-

esty, Pride and Success and 

look forward to this continuing 

throughout the year.   

LETTER  FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

JULIE LOWERSON 

Dear RHPS Community, 

Unfortunately due to ill health, 

I will be absent from work for 

the remainder of this term. 

Region has appointed Alex to 

be the Acting Principal during 

my absence. This allows for 

minimal disruption to our work 

and our plan to provide for 

stability in the first year of our 

new Strategic Plan. I wish to 

congratulate Alex as I’m sure 

you all will as this is a  

wonderful opportunity for him 

to experience the acting role. 

Pat and Alex will continue to 

work closely, ensuring the 

RHPS community, students, 

staff and parents, all remain 

the priority. 

Thank you! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Nominations went out last 

week. There have been a  

number of parents who have 

taken an interest in being  

involved in the school through 

school council. As a result, we 

have needed to go to a school 

community vote. The school 

councillors who have nominat-

ed have a short biography at 

the office for the community 

to read and cast their votes. 

Voting closes Friday 8th March 

at 4pm. I thank all the parents 

who have nominated and look 

forward to their ongoing  

support. 

FOUNDATION 

The preps continue to be very 

settled in their first year of 

schooling. I am very impressed 

as to their quick adaption to 

school and their development 

with support from their  

teachers. They continue to be 

engaged in learning about farm 

animals and how they support 

life. The students have been 

developing their vocabulary 

through dialogic approaches 

and have begun to transfer 

their new learning into their 

writing. I am looking forward 

to seeing their writing  

examples throughout the year 

highlighting their vocabulary 

development. 

GRADE 3 BRAVE INCURSION 

The performance ‘Being Brave’ 

gave our students strategies to 

deal with their emotions 

through good communication, 

persistence and positive  

self-talk - making them more 

resilient. This inspiring show 

used song, dance and drama to 

give children strategies to 

bounce back after dealing with 

bullying, loss and change. 

The main character, Fly misses 

his dad desperately and tries 

to be brave by keeping his 

emotions 'bottled up'. Isha has 

been forced to come to a new 

country and Tim has to stand 

up and seek help when he is 

being bullied. Mikalia has to 

give up the rigors of ballet 

dancing and find a new dream, 

and Celia comes to terms with 

loss in her family. 

This tied in perfectly with 

Grade 3's Term 1 Inquiry topic, 

Choices, as well as Personal 

and Social Capabilities  

curriculum. Students were able 

to discuss and unpack issues 

they related to with their peers 

and teachers. It has taught our 

students how to contribute to 

and enjoy a Positive Climate 

for Learning at school and how 

to cope in life generally.  

21st CENTURY SPACE  

Our 21st Century space has 

now been completed and is 

furnished and ready for use. It 

is such an exciting initiative we 

have developed at RHPS. Matt 

Markmann our Lead Teacher 

of 21st Century learning have 

begun implementing his  

curriculum of project based 

learning focusing learning 

namely Collaboration, 

Creativity, Character 

(education), Citizenship,  

Communication and Critical 

thinking (6 Cs of Education, 

Fullan) with an ethical thread.  

Currently the school would like 

some ideas from the   

community especially the  

students on the future name of 

the space. Any ideas? 

Collaboration, Creativity,  

Character (education),  

Citizenship, Communication 

and Critical thinking (6 Cs of 

Education, Fullan) with an  

ethical thread.  
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Promoting Healthy, Safe and 

Respectful School  

Communities 

We as a school are  

endeavouring to create a  

positive climate to support the 

best environment for students 

to achieve. We believe in  

creating positive relationships 

with families and the  

community to best support the 

students at RHPS. The school 

has a ‘Statement of Values’ 

which can be viewed at the 

office if needed. If you are  

having concerns with another 

member of our school  

community please discuss this 

with the office staff at school 

rather than addressing it  

directly. We can support you 

through the concern and look 

at positive measures moving 

forward. 

To ensure that we are  

promoting and healthy and safe 

school, a friendly reminder that 

it is an offense to smoke within 

4 metres of the school grounds.  

It has been brought to my 

attention that some parents 

have been completing 3 point 

turns and double parking on 

MacPherson Street near the  

 

school crossing. This driving 

poses a risk to the safety of the 

children and the community, 

could you please adhere to the 

road rules and model safe  

driving practices around our 

school. 

Student Absence on  

COMPASS 

Parents are required to enter 
their child or children’s  
absences directly on Compass. 
Your child’s teacher receives 
this notification.  
There is a Government  
requirement for schools to  
contact parents/guardians in 
the event of absence where no 
advice is received on Compass 
as soon as practicable on the 
day of a student’s absence.  
Parents can assist and help 
eliminate unnecessary phone 
calls by completing any absence 
details in Compass promptly 
when your child is away or  
going to be away. As we know 
every day at school counts. 
Should your family be going on 
a family holiday during term 
time these details should be 
entered onto Compass  
additionally written notice must 
be received by the Principal to 
approve the absence. 
 

 
COMMUNICATION with your 
TEACHER  
Communication with your 
classroom teacher is really  
important. Teachers will  
communicate with you in  
person, via Compass  
newsfeeds, emails and written 
notes.  
Teachers are not always  
available to speak with you 
before and after school and are 
not available during their class 
time to speak to a parent, so 
we recommend email as a very 
effective method of interaction 
for most situations, or even to 
request a time to rox-
burg.homestead.ps@edumail.vi
c.gov.au 
Staff will respond to emails 
between 8am and 5pm.  
Teachers cannot necessarily see 
their emails when they are 
working with students  
throughout the day in class. If a 
matter is urgent a phone call to 
the office from parent is the 
best approach or a hard copy 
note.  
Any changes to pick up or  
information that must be 
passed onto your child and 
teacher will always be passed 
on from the office.  
Thanks for your understanding 

of this. 

Alex Mowat 

Acting Principal 

Student Led Conferences 
Dear Parents/Carers 

Our Semester 1 2019 Student-Led Conferences will take place on Wednesday 20
th

 March, between 1:00 pm and 8:00 

pm. Please finalise your booking before the 19
th

 March at 4:00 pm, when bookings for this event will close. 
BOOKINGS OPEN 4:00PM TODAY 8th March 2019 
Please remember, students will be dismissed at 12:30 pm on Student-Led Conference day. Students will required to 
be at school during their allocated interview time. 
 
If any families do not have access to the internet, please contact the office and they will assist you. 
 
Big Childcare will be operating all day during Student-Led Conferences. If you would like your child to  
attend, please collect an enrolment form from the office and contact Sonny to make a booking. 
  
** Parents of students in 2 Suzie, alternate arrangements have been made to accommodate Parent  
Teacher Interviews ** 
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First Aid News 
Anaphylaxis 

There are students in our school who have severe allergic reactions and may be prone to Anaphylaxis.  

It is our school’s responsibility to ensure communication is provided for all parents, teachers and students,  

of recommended strategies to support their well-being. 

What are allergies? 

Allergies occur when the immune system produces antibodies against substances in the environment (allergens) 

that are usually harmless. Once allergy has developed, exposure to the particular allergen can result in  

symptoms that vary from mild to life threatening (anaphylaxis). 

Food allergies are the most common triggers for an anaphylactic reaction. Eight foods cause 90% of food  

allergic reactions in Australia and can be common causes of anaphylaxis. 

 

These are: peanuts 

  tree nuts (e.g. hazelnuts, cashews, almonds) 

  egg 

  cow’s milk 

  wheat 

  soybean 

  fish and shellfish 

The most important aspect of the management of children with anaphylaxis is avoidance of any know triggers.  

Schools need to work with parents and students to ensure that certain foods or items are kept away from the 

student, to prevent exposure to known triggers while at school. 

How can anaphylaxis be prevented? 

The key to prevention of anaphylaxis in schools is knowledge of those students who are at risk, awareness of  

triggers (allergens) and prevention of exposure to these triggers. 

Please discuss with your child/ren, these General Food Policy Measures 

 There should be no trading or sharing of food, food utensils and food containers. 

 Bottles, other drinks and lunchboxes provided by parents or their children should be clearly labelled with 

their child’s name. 

 Hand washing is important before eating. 

We appreciate your understanding and support. 

Sandra Miles 

YEAR 6 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 5 

Karim Ahmad – A star student during CAFÉ reading. 

Maryam Jamil – A star student who demonstrates her school values. 

Hannah Burgers – A star student in all areas so far this year. 



 

Term 1 Issue 3 8/03/2019 

 

  
  
  
  
  

Favourites 

Matt 

 

David 

 

Tayla 

 

Anita 

  

House Whiltshire (House 

Cup Champions 2018) 
Ravenhill Rostron Rostron 

Actor/Actress Brad Pitt & Jessica 
Alba 

Christian Bale & Isla 
Fisher 

Reece Witherspoon & The 
Rock 

Alan Rickman & Kate 
Winslett 

Colour Black & White Blue Red Green 
 

Food Chicken & Margheri-
ta Pizza 

Burritos Pasta Pasta 

Book Harry Potter The Hobbit Harry Potter The Grapes of Wrath 
 

Movie Gladiator & Batman Batman Marvel Movies Chocolat 
 

TV Series Game Of Thrones The Simpsons Game of Thrones Downton Abbey 

Sport All Sports Surfing Netball Swimming 
 
 

Footy Team Collingwood & Man-
chester City 

Richmond Richmond St Kilda 

Singer/Band Ariana Grande The Rolling Stones Florence and the Machine Garbage 

Hobbies/Interests Sport, Gym, Family 
& Friends. 

Guitar, Surfing, 
Eating & Sleeping 

Markets & Escape Rooms Travel, Language & 
History 

Holiday Destination Rome Brazil America Tuscany 

Years Teaching 4 3 6 20 

Staff Profile 

 

Introducing our Year 4 Teaching Team 
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Look out… The BAT members are on 

the case!   

Who are the BAT members you ask? We are a select group of Grade 4  

students who are here to save the day!  

How are we going to save the day? We, the Behaviour Action Team (BAT), 

have been analysing incident data across the Grade 4 cohort that has been 

collected by our teachers over the last few weeks.  

What is our first project? Currently, we are working together to develop 

strategies that will prevent incidents in the yard. We have met for meetings 

and have shared our ideas with our peers. We are also gathering feedback 

from our peers so that everyone has a voice and we can work together to im-

prove our school climate.  

Stay tuned to find out more of the amazing things we are doing!  
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We are looking for toys to add to our Yard Games  

Collection to be used by the students out in the yard  

during recess and lunch breaks.  

In particular we would love donations of toy animals, 

sand pit toys, cars, blocks (such as Duplo, Lego,  

Mobilo), action figures, small ball games, racquets, gar-

dening equipment, playdough toys, biscuit or shape 

cutters.  

Donations can be left at the  office. 

 Unfortunately, we cannot accept large toys, play furni-

ture or stuffed toys.  

Any questions please speak to the office staff and us 

thank you for your support. 

Do you have any toys that are no longer being used? 
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Compass Pay 

Compass Pay 

I am excited to advise that Compass Pay is now activated on Compass. Compass Pay is our school's preferred 
payment method and also means that you can now provide an electronic consent for your child's excursion/
incursion and camp. 

As we continue to evolve our use of Compass, printed notes will no longer be provided to students. Parents 
will be expected to provide digital consent via Compass.  

Attached is a guide; ‘How to pay using Compass Pay using a Mobile’ for parents. Please note that if you have 
CSEF, you are only required to provide an electronic consent. Please do NOT pay if you have CSEF. 

We strongly encourage the use of Compass as this gives our teachers immediate access to your consent and 
lets us know your child is attending immediately after processing your payment and consent. 

Please contact the office if you require your login User ID and password for Compass and for any Compass 
related queries.  We strongly encourage parents to provide their email  
address on Compass, so that you can receive regular news, reminders and information. 
The below user guide is also available on the Compass newsfeed. 
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