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Wishing all of
our school
community a
safe and happy
holiday.

As we come to the conclusion
of week 10, it has been a
wonderful term, the best I can
remember! There has been
clear emphasis on cognitive
engagement in the classroom
and an effort to create a
positive
environment
or
climate for learning across the
school. I thank the School
Council
and
the
school
community for supporting us in
these foci. I wish to thank the
teachers and the Education
Support Staff for all their efforts
in
supporting
our
students to have 3 months
growth in their learning this
year. I also want to thank all
the students for their efforts in
moving themselves along the
learning continuum. All this
does not happen incidentally, it
is so important that you
engage with you child/
children’s learning by talking
about their school day,
engaging in their homework,
attending school events and
developing a positive and
authentic relationship with
your child/children’s teacher.

An update on Julie Lowerson As mentioned in previous
our Principal
newsletters, the teachers have
been working hard on our
Julie is in great spirits and
Pedagogical model of Dialogic
recovering well. She is missing
Teaching. A Pedagogical Model
school, the work and we are
is basically the art and or the
missing her. With all things goscience of teaching that we
ing well, Julie will return to
believe in across the school. As
work in early Term 2. Julie has
the year progresses, you will
appreciated all the well wishes
see our teachers use strategies
which have come from the
to
build
students
community.
understanding of topics and
Cohort Rewards
specific vocabulary through
This week many of our ‘building the field.’ The
students will be participating in teachers will also be using
Functions
to
cohort rewards. Each term, Language
each year level has a cohort challenge student thinking.
goal with an incentive at the The Foundation students have
end of term. If the students been learning about insects,
reach the target by displaying especially bees.
their values at school they receive
the
co-agreed cohort reward. An
example of this is; the Grade 3
students having a casual
clothes day and a disco as a
reward for meeting their
classroom target by displaying
the school values of Respect,
Honesty, Pride and Success
across the school. This is a way
the school is promoting
students to use their values and
creating a Positive Climate for
Learning. Ask your child/
children what their target and
reward is each term.

Braydon Finch Prep Lauren –
“bees use nectar to feed other
bees”
Neila Berger Prep Lauren “bees
and wasps are similar as they
both have wings, stingers and
both help to pollinate plants.”
Ahmet Nuri Ozkan Prep Lauren
“bees help humans by making
honey.”
I learnt a lot about bees from
visiting
the
foundation
student’s classroom. I learnt
how a new queen bee is found
in a colony. Do you know how?

اذا كنت بحاجه الى مساعدة لفهم هذه المالحظة يرجى االتصال باالدارة العامة للمدرسه
Bu notu anlamada herhangi bir yardima ihtiyaciniz olursa, lutfen genel ofisini arayin.
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Student Absence
“Every Day Counts!”
We all know how important it is to
be at school on a regular basis. It is
so important for the consistency of
learning that all students are
present at school. I am not sure if
the community is aware that on
average students are absent 20
days a year, which is a month of
school. We as a school are working
extremely hard to have all students
present at school regularly. If you
have any ideas on how we can
improve this please let the school
know. If you know your child/
children are going to be absent or
have been absent please use the
COMPASS app to notify the school.
Promoting Healthy, safe
Respectful School Communities

coming and leaving school. I would
like to thank Julie our crossing
supervisor
for
keeping
our
community safe. Also we would
appreciate if drivers would adhere
to safe driving practices around the
crossing and the school. We all
deserve the right to be safe around
school.

I would like to remind the
community that the staff car park is
for staff and for families who have
been identified and approved by
the school to have use due to the
special needs. It becomes a safety
concern
if
we
have
cars
entering the staff car park whilst
staff and students are leaving the
school. As precaution the staff car
park gates will be close towards the
and end of the school day.

We as a school are endeavouring to
create a positive climate to support
the best environment for students
to achieve. We believe in creating
positive relationships with families
and the community to best support
the students at RHPS. The school
has a ‘Statement of Values’ which
can be viewed at the office if
needed. If you are having concerns
with your child or with another
member of our school community
please discuss this with the office
staff at school or email the school
roxburgh.homestead.ps@edumail.vic.
gov.au rather than addressing it
directly. We will get back to you in a
timely manner, support you
through the concern and look at
positive measures moving forward.

Best wishes on your Retirement
Anna
It is with great sadness that at the
end of this term we say good bye to
Anna Jackson as she is retiring from
our school and the Department of
Education. Anna has been with the
school for 19 years in a variety of
roles. She has supported many students, teachers and families and we
are all indebted to Anna. It is bitter
sweet for Anna as she will miss the
school which has been a large part
of her life yet she is content with
her decision and is looking forward
to time with her family. We wish
you well Anna.

Promoting School Pride and a
Connection to School though
Breakfast Club
Holding our school breakfast club
every Tuesday and Thursday
morning is a way in which, as a
school, we are promoting students
having a closer connection to
Homestead.
We have had 100 students in total
(this week) attend our breakfast
club. It is not about whether
students have had breakfast or not,
although we do offer a free
breakfast, it is about students
feeling connected in club and
having the opportunity to talk to
their peers. Parents are also
welcome to come along to have a
tea or coffee. A huge thank to Steph
and Suzie for organising the weekly
event and the grade 6 helpers for
their continual support. Celebrity
teachers
attend
the
event
throughout the year, I hope to see
you all there.

The school crossing has been a part
of our community since the school’s
opening. It is in place to ensure the
children and families can cross the
road safely. The school would
appreciate if all families would Breakfast Club is in the Gym Foyer
model safe practices by using the Tuesdays and Thursday from
crossing to cross the road when 8:20am until 8:45am
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I wish our children, families and
staff a happy and safe break. I look
forward to seeing everybody at the
resumption of term 2.

5/4/2019

Acting Principal
Alex Mowat
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Staff Profile
Favourites

Introducing our Year 2 Team

Sonya

Adrian (Age)

Suzanne (Suzie)

Amy

Purple

Green

Blue

Turquoise

Food

Chocolate mint ice
cream

Anything vegan

Lasagne

Italian

Book

Harry Potter

The Way of Wyrd

Mortal Instruments
series

Harry Potter

Guardians of the
Galaxy

What Dreams May
Come

Star Wars

A Star is Born

City Raiders

Power lifting and ice
hockey

Wood chopping

Gymnastics

None

None

Richmond

None

South Africa

Norway

New York

France

Reading, travelling,
camping and woodwork

Power lifting, playing
Bass in my Death
Metal Band Pentera.

Reading, travel, horse
riding, camping,
painting, drawing.

Spending time with
my family and friends.
Art and craft.

Pink

Pentera

Foo Fighters

Taylor Swift

14

12

12

4

These are a
few of my
favourite
things
Colour

Movies

Sport

Footy Team

Holiday Destination

Hobbies/Interests

Singer/Band

Years Teaching
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Grade 1 Teddy Bear Family Maths Night
On Wednesday the 27th of March, the Grade Ones had a wonderful night at school at their Teddy
Bear Maths Night. They worked hard with their parents, grandparents, carers, siblings and teddies to
work out different math problems.
The students thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to showcase their maths learning to their
families through a range of teddy bear themed maths activities. A terrific night had by all.
Congratulations to Anuki from 1Melissa on winning the lolly jar by making the closest estimate of
how many lollies the jar contained. There were 616 in total and Anuki’s guess was 600.
Thank you to Hung Mok, Matt Markmann, Gayle Dawson and Adrianna Galioto for assisting the
Grade 1 team.

I enjoyed eating the teddy bear biscuits and
winning the big jar of gummy bears. I liked
the spinning bear graph activity the best.
Anuki 1 Melissa

My favourite part was when I made the teddy
bear headband. My Mum helped me measure
around my head and colour it in.
Joumana 1 Lauren

I liked when we voted for our favourite teddy. I voted for
Kung Fu Panda. The most popular teddy was the Care Bear.
Eren 1 Lauren

I enjoyed guessing how many gummy bears were in the jar.
My favourite activity was making a teddy bear headband
with my mum.
Jack 1 Melissa
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Grade 1 Teddy Bear Family Maths Night
I enjoyed measuring the height
of my bear with counters. It
was 40 counters tall.
Ethan 1 Leanne

My favourite part was when I guessed the number of lollies in the jar. I liked when my Mum, Dad, sister and I
made the tangram house and when I went into Jo and
Lena’s room to work on more activities.
Arnav 1 Aprille

I liked when I had to guess how many lollies
were in the jar. I guessed 101. I measured
how tall my bear was with a ruler and it was
10cm.

My favourite part
was when we
measured the
height of the
bears with tiles,
toothpicks and icy
pole sticks.
Mine was 2 icy
pole sticks tall.

Sabah 1 Leanne

I liked making the teddy headband. I had to measure around
my head.

Shayna 1 Lena/Jo

Tarik 1 Lena/Jo

I liked when we threw the bean bag at the
numbers. We had to add the numbers to
find the total. I also enjoyed when we had
to guess how many gummy bears were in
the jar.
Farouk 1 Aprille
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Volleyball:
The Volleyball squad was a big one this year with over 50
participants in the squad. We had a very challenging start
to the season when we played contenders Greenvale PS
and St Carlos in consecutive weeks. The boys got off to a
flying start to the season and never looked back from
there. They went undefeated (6-0) against all schools and
as a result have won the district pennant. We were also
fortunate enough to only lose the one set in any of our
games. Our best players throughout the season were Jace
and Simon due to their fantastic serving ability. The girls, after a slow start, come home like a train and won
their final 4 games of the season all by convincing margins. The girls team really gelled throughout the season
and the skills on display were fantastic. The girls finished 3rd overall which was a great effort. The best players
this year in the girls volleyball team were Hind and Vicky again due to their accurate serving. We really
enjoyed training and working on our volleyball skills this year and we’d like to thank Matt McCarthy for
coaching both the boys and girls squads in Term 1. We’d also like to pay tribute to Michael Lane for his
leadership and expertise during interschool sports. The boys in Term 4 will now play at the regional
championships against other schools to test their capabilities. Well done Volleyball squad!

- Aidin Murica & Hannah Burgers (Volleyball Representatives)

T-Ball:
It was an exciting T-Ball season for all of our squad members in 2019. We practiced our skills during our
own time (most lunchtimes and recess) and the results were extremely
positive. The girls team had an outstanding season (5-1) and won the district
pennant by finishing first on the ladder. Most weeks were a massive team
effort however we’d like to single out Lara and Leah for their batting
brilliance. The boys had some really positive results during the season and
eventually finished 3rd with a 3-1-2 record. Our losses were often
extremely close and we missed some opportunities to push further up the
ladder. Some exceptional players this year in T-Ball were Din and Ethan for
their all-round batting and fielding skills. We would love to thank Dale,
Nicole & Natalie for helping and training us during the
season. Also a big thanks to Michael Lane for allowing us to borrow the
equipment to improve our T-Ball ability at break times.
- Tom Risstrom & Jamie-Lee Hewetson (T-Ball Representatives)
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Basketball:
Under the coaching of Sabrina and Lisa Hodges this season, the girls and
boys basketball teams tried hard every week to improve their skills and
even though we didn’t get many wins on the board we
really enjoyed our time on court this season. In the boys team we
finished 5th with a 1-5 record and continued to show resilience week
after week. Our better players on court during the season were
Joseph and Omar W. In the girls team we were lucky enough to watch
some great performances this year from Jale and Yagmur Y. Thank you
so much to Sabrina and Lisa for their perseverance and training us this
season. Thank you also to Michael Lane for your guidance!

- Jacob Mohamad & Loujane Al-Hamoui (Basketball Representatives)

Cricket:
We were lucky enough this year to be part of the cricket squad and
we were privileged to witness some outstanding individual performances. The girls team finished only percentage away from winning
the district pennant with a 5-1 record during the season. The boys
also weren’t far behind in finishing 3rd with a 4-2 record. Under the
coaching of Michael D’Silva & Danah, both team’s seasons started
quite slowly but gained momentum during the Term. In the boys
team we’d like to acknowledge some exceptional performances from
Arda and Yusef K with the ball and their bowling was important in
many of our victories this season. We’d also like to pay tribute to
Yuksel’s superb batting during the season which was equally crucial in
our wins. Some outstanding performances in the girls cricket team
came from Biannca and Saba for their all-round skills in batting and bowling. Our cricket season in both the
boys and girls team has now sparked a healthy new interest in the sport. We’d love to thank Michael D’Silva
& Danah for all their hard work during the season and assisting us in our improvement. And also a final thank
you
to
Michael
Lane
for
all
his
hard
work
behind
the
scenes.

- Abdul Rafeh & Fatmeh Alsabri (Cricket Representatives)
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ROXBURGH HOMESTEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL’S
CROSS COUNTRY
Grade 3 reflections

“Cross country was so cool. I was
getting faster and now I’m nearly
the same speed as Ali K”Muhammad

“I tried my best at Cross Country.
When I tried it became easier and
my mum was there helping me. I
loved getting sprayed by the
water.” Gabriela

“It was fun and exhausting.
I really liked when the
teachers sprayed the
water.” - Jana

“I was really exhausted when I was
running and I liked getting sprayed
with the water. I didn’t think we
were going to be running out of the
school, it was fun.” - Eser
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Student Health and Wellbeing
Where do head lice come from?
Head lice have been around for thousands of years. As with any insect, they
learn to adapt to their environment in order to survive. We are never going to
be completely rid of them, but we can make managing them easier.
Who is responsible for checking and treating head lice?
Like similar health conditions such scabies, and ringworm, it is a parent or
guardian’s responsibility to treat and care for their child.
Do head lice live in carpets, clothes, hats or sheets?
No. Head lice very rarely fall from the head. They require blood to survive.
Head lice feed three to four times a day and without blood, will dehydrate in six
hours in a dry climate and 24 hours in a humid climate. An egg requires warmth
to hatch and is the reason why they are laid close to the scalp. The further
away from the scalp, the less likely they are to survive.
Is it true that head lice only like clean hair?
No. Head lice are not selective. They don't care if hair is long, short, blonde,
brown, washed this morning or last week. As long as they are warm, and have
blood to drink, then they are content.
What treatment kills 100% of head lice or eggs?
There is no single treatment that kills 100% of head lice or eggs. Whichever
treatment you choose it can take time and persistence to get rid of head lice.
Use a method that will not risk the health of your child.
Is there a way to prevent head lice?
No. It's important to check your child's head regularly with conditioner and
comb even when you don’t think your child has head lice. There is no research
to prove that chemical or herbal therapies can prevent head lice.
How does the conditioner and comb method work?
It’s a very cheap and effective way of finding head lice. Hair conditioner does
not kill lice, but it does stun them for about 20 minutes, meaning they do not
move around, and it is difficult for them to hang on. This gives you time to
comb through the hair with a fine tooth (head lice) comb.
How does a chemical treatment work?
Only use products that are licensed or registered for head lice. There are four
different active chemicals that target head lice, each works differently and aims
to kill lice and/or eggs.
Over time, head lice may develop resistance to some chemicals. It is important
to check if a treatment you used has worked, and if not, treat again with another product that has a different chemical in it.
Why do you have to treat again in seven days time?
Head lice eggs take six to seven days to hatch. And when you treat, it’s easy to
miss an egg or two. By treating again in seven days, you are aiming to kill and
comb out any head lice that have since hatched from eggs, which were missed.
Should I treat everyone in the family?
It is important to check each family member, using conditioner and comb, for
head lice but only treat those with live lice.
What should I wash or treat at home?
As head lice only live for a short time off the head, the only extra cleaning
needed is to wash the pillowslip on the hot cycle or place in clothes dryer. Head
lice combs can be cleaned in water hotter than 60 degrees.
Why does my child keep getting re-infected?
Re-infection is the least likely reason for head lice returning in a week's time. If
eggs do not die, or were not removed during the original treatment they may
hatch and the lifecycle starts all over again. To break this lifecycle you must retreat (regardless of treatment method) seven days after the first treatment and
continue with weekly checking.
Does my child have to miss school?
According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009, children with
head lice can be readmitted to school after head lice treatment has
commenced. A certificate from a doctor or council is not required before your
child goes back to school. Head lice are not the fault of schools, other families
or children.
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Compass Pay
Compass Pay
I am excited to advise that Compass Pay is now activated on Compass. Compass Pay is our school's preferred
payment method and also means that you can now provide an electronic consent for your child's excursion/
incursion and camp.
As we continue to evolve our use of Compass, printed notes will no longer be provided to students. Parents
will be expected to provide digital consent via Compass.
Attached is a guide; ‘How to pay using Compass Pay using a Mobile’ for parents. Please note that if you have
CSEF, you are only required to provide an electronic consent. Please do NOT pay if you have CSEF.
We strongly encourage the use of Compass as this gives our teachers immediate access to your consent and
lets us know your child is attending immediately after processing your payment and consent.
Please contact the office if you require your login User ID and password for Compass and for any Compass
related queries. We strongly encourage parents to provide their email
address on Compass, so that you can receive regular news, reminders and information.
The below user guide is also available on the Compass newsfeed.
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